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[Rejecting as unsatisfactory all proposals for neutral-
izing and demilitarizing the Straits, Sazonov reiterated the
need of a detailed program of preparedness.] We must
study the measures which can be taken to increase our
military and naval strength in the Black Sea. What ought
the War and Navy Departments to do to accelerate
mobilization, by means of new railways and the develop-
ment of our means of transport? ... Is it possible, or not,
to determine the task of our army and navy in forcing the
Straits and seizing Constantinople, if circumstances should
demand it?
Returning to the political aspect of preparedness, one
must again repeat that an early dissolution of Turkey could
not be desirable for us, and it is necessary to do everything
possible, through diplomacy, to postpone such an outcome.
[M. Sazonov then indicated the principal questions to
be discussed: (1) the accelerated mobilization of an ade-
quate expeditionary force; (2) the preparation of the lines
of communication necessary for this mobilization; (3) the
increase of the Black Sea Fleet so that it will surpass 'the
Turkish Fleet, and be able to force the Straits and occupy
them temporarily or permanently,- if necessary; (4) the in-
crease of naval transports; and (5) the construction of
strategic railways in the Caucasus.]
Renewing the wish expressed above for the prolongation
as far as possible of the status quo^ it is also necessary
• 299 Stieve, Izvolski and the World War, p. 189 ff., quoting this para-
graph, suppresses the important clause "Renewing . . . status quo" as well
as other similar phrases, in which Sazonov expresses his desire to preserve
peace and the statics quo. Having suppressed the words which do not fit
in with his theories, he says: "this passage is an admission of enormous
import," and proceeds with the misleading and unwarranted conclusions:
"The kernel lies in the first [H clause, with the declaration that 'the
question of the Straits can hardly be advanced a step except through
European complications' [italics are Stieve Js]. . . . The passage establishes
Sazonov's conversion to the idea of world war. Thus at the end of 1913
the Russian Foreign Minister had, as regards the attainment of the
specifically Russian aims, completed that fateful change of course which
Poincare, on behalf of France had resolutely made as long ago as the
end of 1912, when he was ready to attack Austria and Germany. ... It
was this that sealed the doom of Europe," etc. Barnes, p. 139, follows

